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ANTI-HOON LEGISLATION 
Grievance 

MR J.R. QUIGLEY (Mindarie) [9.23 am]:  I rise to speak on a social problem in the electorate of Mindarie; 
that is, hoon behaviour in vehicles in the streets.  I am pleased to be able to report to this house that I have held a 
number of community safety meetings in Quinns Rocks, which encompasses the residents of Mindarie; in 
Clarkson; in Kinross, which covered Kinross and Currumbine; and in Ocean Reef, which covered Iluka and 
Ocean Reef.  These community safety meetings received strong support from District Superintendent George 
Loverock; Inspector Valdo Sorgiovanni, whom the community nominated as policeman of the year for his work 
on the social problem in that community; and Sergeant Steve Principe, our much valued officer in charge at 
Clarkson.   
At these community safety meetings I asked what the big crime problem was.  I expected breaking and entering 
to be the answer.  However, no-one was complaining about breaking and entering or assaults in the electorate of 
Mindarie.  The electorate of Mindarie is a very civil and civilised community.  I told the house yesterday that the 
people there are trendsetters, and other electorates will follow because of what I am about to say.   
At the community safety meetings it was said that hoon behaviour is the big issue on the streets.  The problem is 
that by the time people ring from Clarkson to report the offence and police officers travel to their street in 
Clarkson, the hoons have gone.  As soon as the hoons see the police coming they SMS each other and vanish like 
mosquitoes as soon as the light is turned off.  At the community safety meetings I said that I remember - it must 
be the chemotherapy I have been on - that originally, when the legislation came before the house, there was some 
discussion about the community being able to gather evidence against the hoons so that when the police came 
the people could show them video footage of the offenders.  It is the vehicles that we are chasing under the hoon 
legislation.  However, somewhere in the process that got cut out of the proposition - I forget the detail - and the 
people of the electorate of Mindarie are miffed about that.   

I advise the Minister for Police and Emergency Services that the people of the electorate of Mindarie are red hot 
on this issue.  By whatever process it was, they got dudded by the removal from the legislation of the proposition 
for citizens to be able to report offences and collect evidence.  They are miffed at that.  With the new video 
cameras today, with about 12 or 14 lux and their telescopic zoom lenses, the residents of my electorate can video 
under street lights and get good footage of the numberplates and the hoon behaviour.  They want to get this 
information into court, because by the time the police arrive, the hoons have disappeared.  That is the first issue. 

The second issue highlights what I was referring to earlier about the people of Mindarie being trendsetters.  
Members will be interested in what I will say.  I saw on the Channel Seven news last night, and I think it has 
been raised by the Liberals, the problem with graffiti in the city.  We have empowered the people of the 
electorate of Mindarie to start up People Against Vandalism.  I have spoken about this previously in this house.  
A person who was nominated for senior citizen of the year has started People Against Vandalism.  I was 
privileged to have the funds to make a donation to this group, as other people have done, to buy a van and the 
equipment to take the graffiti off the walls and to have a team of volunteers to undertake this work.   

Mr C.J. Barnett:  What about a team of offenders. 

Mr J.R. QUIGLEY:  We have a reporting point at the library.  People can photograph the tags, place the photos 
in the library to indicate where they are located and get a $50 reward for giving information to the police that 
leads to the pursuit of these offenders, member for Cottesloe.  We are prepared to help any member in the 
house - Liberal, Labor or any other party - to repeat this citizens’ action program throughout the metropolitan 
area.  We have a wonderful model in the electorate of Mindarie.  The people of Mindarie have become energised 
and proactive against vandals in the area.   

The government should empower citizens to collect evidence against hoons by using video cameras or even 
digital cameras, which most members have.  Minister, they have up to 10-times telescopic zoom at the press of a 
button.  If someone is 100 yards away engaging in hoon behaviour, residents like Brian and Carmel Hinchcliffe 
of Clarkson, who are leading the fight in the Clarkson area - I do not have time to mention all the people who are 
putting their shoulder to the wheel - can zoom in 10-times.  It is like taking a picture of hoon behaviour from the 
Speaker’s chair - not that that will ever happen.  However, at a distance of 10 metres away we will get a good 
shot of what behaviour is taking place.   

I am pleading with the government to introduce into this house for debate the concept of citizens being 
empowered to gather evidence.  That evidence will be tested in a court of law.  I am not promoting a vigilante 
society.  I am sure the member for Murray would support me in allowing citizens to gather evidence.   

Mr M.J. Cowper:  As long as the digital cameras are accepted.   
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Mr J.R. QUIGLEY:  I have a Liberal who supports me, and I welcome that support.  I do not know why we 
have not got this provision already in law.  This is a great social problem in Perth.  We have seen it with the 
security cameras in the nightclubs.  The police are not there, but the footage with evidence of the assault can be 
played before the court and on television.  We have seen citizens’ footage on rare occasions in other 
jurisdictions, though not in Western Australia, of police assaulting people.  It is very compelling evidence.  If 
this legislation to allow citizens to gather evidence can be introduced into this chamber, I urge it upon the 
government.  I do not know why we do not have it already. 

MR J.C. KOBELKE (Balcatta - Minister for Police and Emergency Services) [9.30 am]:  I thank the 
member for Mindarie for his grievance and his strong advocacy on behalf of the people in his electorate.  It is 
interesting that he mentioned the community safety meetings he uses as one of many methods for keeping in 
touch with his electors and bringing forward the representations they make to him.  He has brought this issue to 
my attention and urged the government to move as quickly as possible to make sure that our anti-hoon laws, 
which are working well, are further strengthened so that police can be more effective in taking action against 
people who are dangerous on the roads because of their reckless hoon behaviour.   

This is an issue in a number of the northern suburbs, but the member for Mindarie has been very strong in his 
advocacy to make sure that the government does something as quickly as possible.  We cherish the enjoyment 
and the safety of our streets, and we need to make sure that the small number of people involved in this hoon 
activity feel the full effect of the law and have their vehicles impounded.  Under the current law, vehicles can be 
impounded initially for 48 hours, and for subsequent offences vehicles can be confiscated completely.  A small 
sector of the community, because of their love for their vehicles, creates a real danger on the roads by doing 
burnouts, driving recklessly, engaging in the current fad of “drifting” or street racing.  These things are a real 
danger on our roads.  The police have been effective in catching people under the anti-hoon laws.  The laws have 
been in place for only two years but during that time approximately 800 vehicles have been impounded.  A 
measure of how effective the law has been is that fewer than 20 drivers have been caught for a second time.  A 
very clear message is sent to young people who perhaps have a rush of blood and do something stupid.  They 
lose their car for 48 hours, and they do not do it again. 

However, there are people in the community who are hard to catch, as the member has indicated.  Someone 
contacts the police to report hoon behaviour and by the time the police arrive the driver has gone elsewhere or 
has been alerted and stopped the hoon behaviour.  Currently, the police can act only if they have personal 
evidence of the hoon offence.  As the member was urging, the government wants to enable the police to act on 
evidence provided by the public.  This is not an opportunity for people to be vexatious and make complaints 
against someone with whom they have a personal dispute.  There needs to be evidence of substance that the 
police can act on.  When the action is taken, a senior officer of the rank of inspector or above, who can check the 
details, must be notified.  The matter must still go to court, so the police must make sure that there is evidence of 
substance to win the case in court.  Legislation will allow the vehicle to be confiscated for 48 hours if it is shown 
that that person has been involved in activity that is defined as hoon activity.  
Mr M.J. Cowper:  The use of digital cameras in courts is being challenged on many fronts because the 
technology can be interfered with.  How are you going to get around the issue of continuity of evidence? 
Mr J.C. KOBELKE:  That goes into another area, but in the situation with which we are dealing, the courts will 
judge those matters.  The evidence may be sworn statements from a number of people who witnessed the 
activity, which would have more weight.  They can be backed up with video or camera evidence. 
The government will introduce two other measures in support of the member for Mindarie’s proposal.  It will 
incorporate in the definition of hoon behaviour the offence of speeding at 45 kilometres an hour or more above 
the speed limit.  In that case the camera evidence can be from a police speed camera, so that offence will be 
caught.  A new set of circumstances that will be incorporated is road rage.  The case will need to be well 
established, but if a person is involved in an altercation and then drives dangerously and causes damage to 
another vehicle, it will be considered an incident of road rage.  Under the new anti-hoon laws, the driver will 
then be liable to have his vehicle impounded.  We will extend the laws to cover excessive speed and road rage, 
and we will enable the police to be much more effective in taking action against these hoons by allowing them to 
impound vehicles based on evidence from members of the community.   

The member for Mindarie has rightly pointed out, and I have also had approaches on this in my electorate, that 
people ring and say that this is a regular event in their streets.  They have video evidence and other people in the 
street are prepared to come forward and give witness statements, but by the time the police arrive the offenders 
have moved on or ceased their hoon activity.  Although the current law has had considerable effect, those people 
are currently getting away with it.  The government is absolutely committed to making sure that the police can 
be more effective in dealing with hoon activity and making our streets safe.  I appreciate the advocacy from the 
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member for Mindarie, along with a number of other members who have brought this matter to my attention.  The 
government will be acting very quickly to make sure that there is no further delay. 
The member alluded to the fact that the original bill, when it was introduced, contained a provision for the police 
to be able to act on evidence from the community.  Unfortunately, the government does not have the numbers in 
the other place, and the Liberal Party in the other place removed the provisions that allowed police to be more 
effective.  Following the last election, when the government made a commitment to be tougher on hoons, we 
know there is very strong community support for this measure, and I do not think the Liberal Party would be so 
stupid as to reject again this move to make sure that the police can act on evidence provided by the community.  
Evidence of substance that can be corroborated and video evidence can be put to the police who, knowing that 
there is a case of substance, will be able to act on impoundment without having personally witnessed the events.  
This provision was contained in the original bill but was defeated by the Liberals in the other place.  The 
government is committed to it, and hopes to get it through this house before the end of the year. 
 


